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No. 312/2026

12th November 2026

To: All Branches
Dear Colleagues,

Road Safety Week 15 — 21 November 2026

Road Safety Week in the UK will run from 15-21 November 2026, led by the road safety charity
Brake. The theme for 2026 is ‘Safe People on the Move’ — focusing on the Safe System’s “safe
road users” pillar, emphasising that those who can cause the most harm have the greatest
responsibility to protect vulnerable road users.

The purpose of Road Safety Week is to raise awareness of road deaths and injuries, promote safer
behaviour and to encourage national and local conversations about road safety improvements.

Activities and Resources
Brake provides:
e A free Road Safety Week Action Pack with toolkits, videos, infographics, and school
resources.
o Educational Webinars for employers and emergency services (topics include speed,
distraction, fatigue).
¢ Social Media Materials, local event ideas, and opportunities to share personal stories of
road crashes.
How to Take Part

Registration for Road Safety Week 2026 is open, and participants can sign up to receive updates
and resources.

Road Safety Week remains the UK’s largest annual road safety campaign, bringing together schools,
businesses, emergency services and communities to promote safer roads for everyone.
For more information, support and ways to get involved, visit the following websites:

Road Safety Week | Brake

Road Safety GB - Road Safety Week 2026 to focus on ‘Safe People on the Move’
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https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/road-safety-week-2026-to-focus-on-safe-people-on-the-move/

Tyre Safety

Tyre safe has recently updated its Tyre safety calendar for 2026.

Road Safety Calendar: Tyre Safety Campaigns | TyreSafe

They will be promoting their Christmas campign in 2026 of- “Keep Your Tyres in Good ‘Elf.” Keep
your tyres in good ‘elf | TyreSafe

This is being done to
1-Raise Tyre Safety Awareness:
2-Educate the public about the importance of Tyre safety during the festive season:

Older tyres
On 26" October 2020, The Road Vehicles Construction and Use (Amendment) Regulations 2020

statutory instrument was made. It came into force on 1st February 2021.

As a result, 10-year-old and older commercial vehicle tyres became illegal in the UK from the 1st of
February 2021. The CWU had campaigned heavily alongside the TYRED campaign prior to this
law change. Details of that campaigning and the CWU submission to the Department for
Transport’s Consultation on Banning Tyres Aged 10 Years and Older can be viewed by clicking on
the LTB links below.

CwWU: LTB530/ 19
CWU: LTB 382/20

Shared with this LTB are Van, LCV & HGV Tyre safety ACT guides, and a CWU ‘Check Your Treads’
workplace poster.

This LTB is shared on behalf of CWU Central Services.

If you have any questions or need any further information, please contact:

Jamie McGovern FRSPH MIIAI
CWU Health & Safety Policy Assistant at jimcgovern@cwu.org
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https://www.tyresafe.org/road-safety/tyresafe-road-safety-calendar/
https://www.tyresafe.org/about-tyresafe/latest-news/campaigns/keep-your-tyres-in-good-elf/
https://www.tyresafe.org/about-tyresafe/latest-news/campaigns/keep-your-tyres-in-good-elf/
https://www.cwu.org/ltb/ltb530-19-banning-tyres-aged-10-years-and-older-cwu-response-to-the-department-for-transports-consultation-motion-17-2018/
https://www.cwu.org/ltb/ltb-382-20-banning-tyres-aged-10-years-and-older-motion-17-2018-supporting-the-tyred-campaign-government-announces-ban-on-old-coach-bus-and-lorry-tyres-from-uk-roads-in-new-meas/
mailto:jmcgovern@cwu.org

EASY REFERENCE GUIDE

VANS & LIGHT COMMERCIAL
VEHICLE (LCV) TYRES

Vehicles up to 3,500kg GVW

DRIVERS & EMPLOYERS share a legal Duty of Care
to ensure vehicle roadworthiness.

Remember to:
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AIR PRESSURE ;/CONDITION TREAD
Check pressures cold nspect sidewalls UK legal minimum is 1.6mm
against manufacturer aily for kerbing cuts, across the central 75% of
settings for Laden vs ¥ bulges, and proper tread. Heavily loaded vans
Unladen loads. commercial load need good tread depth for
/ markings (‘C’ tyres). wet braking.

Driving wi legal or defective tyre can resultin a fine of up to £2,500
and 3 penalty points PER TYRE.

s during your DAILY PRE-USE WALKAROUND CHECK
and before carrying hea

- A - A

If the outer rim of the If the outer rim of the
Simply place a 20p coin coin is obscured coin is VISIBLE
into the main tread grooves Your tread depth is Your tyres may be illegal and unsafe.
of your tyres. above the legal limit. Note: Heavy vans require longer
Check at least three stopping distances; replacing at
locations around each tyre. 3mm is recommended for safety.

@ SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES
TyreSafe tyresafe.org
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EASY REFERENCE GUIDE

HEAVY COMMERCIAL
TYRES (HGV & PCV)

Vehicles over 3,500kg GVW or 9+ passenger seats

DRIVERS & OPERATORS are legally responsible
for vehicle roadworthiness.

Remember to:
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AIR PRESSURE CONDITION TREAD
Check inflation cold"” Daily visual checks for Legal minimum is 1.0mm
rer cuts, bulges, exposed across the central 75%
cords, trapped debris, of the tread continuously

and wheel security. around the tyre.

< @

DAILY WALKAROUND PROTECTING PENALTIES &
CHECKS YOUR O-LICENCE LIABILITIES

Drivers are legally required Tyre defects are a leading Up to £2,500 fine and

to perform and document cause of roadside 3 penalty points
pre-use tyre inspections. Any PG9 Prohibitions and MOT PER TYRE for the driver,
identified defect (deep cuts, failures. Defective tyres plus operator prosecution
bulges, trapped debris) must directly impact your Operator if defective tyres lead to

be reported immediately Compliance Risk Score an incident.
before the vehicle moves. (OCRS) and can lead to Traffic
Commissioner sanctions.

@) SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES
TyreSafe tyresafe.org
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= AFER WORKPLACES
<WU TRONGER TOGETHER

The Communications Union

CHECK YOUR TREADS

> IF THE TREAD HAS GONE, SO HAS THE GRIP ~ 4

DID YOU KNOW?

On a small van, the area ™
where each tyre touches P
the road is roughly the size 1
of a size 6 footprint.

-\ \ ) ..\
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DEEPER {
GROOVES |

A . "N .
i wn “ X @& Look for uneven wear.
H HISK 0" THE nnnn Q Inspect shoulders and grooves.
“ I G HE @ Check for damage and cuts.
@ Report worn tyres immediately.

g WORN TYRES INCREASE THE RISK OF:
/ & T ‘ 7S — | Gy e

INCIDENTS
4
STOP | @ CHECK
Take a moment. Inspect your
Look for signs vehicle tyres
of tyre wear. regularly.

SAFETY STARTS FROM THE GROUNDUP

@ Check tread depth regularly.

REPORT

Report worn or
damaged tyres
immediately.

Communication Workers Union 2026
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